
The show opens with a barrage of gunshots and a Ford Deluxe Sedan comes into view, riddled 
with bullet holes, windows shattered and blood dripping down the doors. Inside are the bodies 
of Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker. The action is relocated to rural Texas twelve years earlier, in 
1920, to introduce a young Bonnie and Clyde. Living in separate towns but sharing similar hopes 
and dreams of getting out of their small towns and small lives – Bonnie dreams of life on the big 
screen and Clyde of life as an outlaw.

The play follows the two as they grow into young adults, Bonnie a waitress still dreaming of 
stardom, Clyde a minor criminal dreaming of the big time. Their paths finally cross in 1930 in 
West Dallas, and they fall wildly in love over shared plans and poetry, despite Clyde learning that 
Bonnie is married (her husband is serving jail time). Thus begins a tempestuous, often violent 
love affair that frames a copious trail of robberies, jail escapes, shootings and hide-outs. Bonnie 
and Clyde achieve folk-hero status in a nation rife with poverty and hopelessness; as their status 
grows, so does the government’s desire to apprehend them. A disastrous bank raid leaves Clyde 
injured and the Texas Rangers hot on their trail. Their hideout is discovered and Clyde’s brother 
loses his life; Bonnie and Clyde escape, but are ambushed on the road and meet their end. 

LANGUAGE  
These characters are criminals, and their language usage reflects that fact. Common words used are 
damn (6), goddamn (1), hell (25), shit (12), and ass (1). 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE 
There are several mentions of drinking in the dialogue, and adult characters consume alcohol onstage. 

SEXUAL CONTENT  
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow are passionately in love, and there are multiple instances of kissing 
and intimacy, both between them and other characters. There is some period-typical innuendo and 
sexual harassment toward Bonnie. 

VIOLENCE  
The play opens with gunshots and the sight of a bullet-riddled, blood-splattered car containing two 
dead bodies; there are numerous mentions of shooting and violence in dialogue and multiple instances 
of on-stage violence including physical fighting, shooting and murder, some graphic. 

SYNOPSIS

CONTENT 
ADVISORY



CREATIVE TEAM

FRANK WILDHORN (composer) In 1999, Wildhorn became the first American composer in 22 
years to have three shows running simultaneously on Broadway: Jekyll & Hyde, which received 
four Tony nominations; The Scarlet Pimpernel, which received three Tony nominations; and The 
Civil War, which received two Tony nominations. Other Broadway credits include writing addition-
al songs for Victor/Victoria with Leslie Bricusse, and Dracula: The Musical and Wonderland.
Jekyll & Hyde, which originated in Houston with Theatre Under the Stars and the Alley Theatre, 
produced Wildhorn’s best known music; songs such as “A New Life” and “ This Is the Moment” 
have been performed worldwide at such venues as the Olympics, the Super Bowl, the World 
Series, the World Cup, Miss America Pageants, and the inauguration of President Clinton.  In 1998, 
Wildhorn wrote music and served as music director for the Goodwill Games in New York City.  In 
2005, he was commissioned by NYC & Co. (New York City’s tourism board) to write a new theme 
song for the city, “New York: The Time of Your Life”. Wildhorn is the recipient of an endowed chair 
at the Alley Theatre in Houston, TX. 

DON BLACK (lyricist) Black received two Tony Awards for best book and lyrics of a musical for 
Sunset Boulevard, his third collaboration with Andrew Lloyd Webber. Their first project was the 
song cycle Tell Me on a Sunday, which later became Song and Dance, and they reunited for As-
pects of Love. Black conspired with Lloyd Webber again on additional songs for Starlight Express 
and Whistle DownThe Wind, as well as lyrics for the Andrew Lloyd Webber produced musical 
Bombay Dreams.

Black’s career has spanned decades and is much decorated - one Oscar, and five additional Acad-
emy Award nominations; two Tony Awards plus three Tony nominations; Five Ivor Novello Awards, 
a Golden Globe and numerous platinum, gold and silver discs. His collaborators include some of 
the world’s leading composers: Jule Styne, Henry Mancini, Quincy Jones, Elmer Bernstein, Marvin 
Hamlisch, etc., writing over a hundred songs for motion pictures including The Italian Job, True 
Grit, Dances with Wolves, Out of Africa and a quintet of James Bond theme songs. Among his 
famous pop songs are Michael Jackson’s Ben and Lulu’s To Sir With Love.

IVAN MENCHELL (book) is a Yale Drama graduate and Fulbright scholarship winner in playwrit-
ing. Stage work includes Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The Cemetery Club, Smiling Through, and The 
Prince and the Pauper. An Emmy-nominated writer, Menchell has worked on numerous television 
programs, including Phil of the Future and The Nanny. 

ABOUT

Lyricist Don Black approached Frank Wildhorn, with whom he had previously collaborated on 
Dracula The Musical, about writing a song cycle based on the story of Bonnie and Clyde.  The 
result was a 13-song demo performed by Rob Evan, Brandi Burkhardt, and Linda Eder; only five of 
those songs made it into the final musical. Wildhorn and Black’s score is a true American patch-
work of Texas country and western, blues and Broadway pop music.

The first production was an industry read at Roundabout Theatre Company with Laura Osnes and 
Stark Sands; Bonnie and Clyde officially premiered at the La Jolla Playhouse on November 22, 
2009, featuring the same two leads. Positive reception led to an engagement at the Asolo Rep-
ertory Theatre in Sarasota, Florida, from November 19 to December 19, 2010, with Jeremy Jordan 
replacing Sands in the role of Clyde. This opened the door to a 2011 Broadway run at the Gerald 
Schoenfeld Theatre, with Osnes and Jordan reprising the leads. Surprisingly low ticket sales de-
spite public acclaim led to an early closing, after only 36 regular performances.

CHARACTERS

Clyde Barrow A charming small-town 
boy who craves notoriety. Bonnie’s 
reckless, bold, daring lover.

Bonnie Parker A beautiful girl 
torn between love and fame. Clyde’s 
ambitious, stubborn lover.

Marvin “Buck” Barrow Clyde’s 
brother; an outlaw troubled by his wife’s 
distaste for his lifestyle. Adventurous 
and loyal.

Blanche Barrow Married to Buck 
Barrow; a righteous woman who 
disapproves of the criminal lifestyle. 

Cumie Barrow Mother to Clyde 
and Buck.  She is kind and selfless, 
much affected by the suffering of the 
Depression. 

Sheriff Schmid A good ol’ boy Texas 
sheriff who is involved in the hunt from 
the beginning.

 Ted Hinton An honest young police 
officer struggling to separate his feelings 
from his duties. Madly in love with 
Bonnie.

Young Clyde A 12 year old Texas 
hoodlum who longs to be an outlaw. 

Young Bonnie A ten year old Texas girl 
who dream of a better life. 

Emma Parker Bonnie’s fragile widowed 
mother. 

Preacher The town’s boisterous 
evangelist. 

Henry Barrow Father to Clyde and 
Buck, an humble, hard-working man.
Governor Miriam Ferguson - Governor of 
Texas. Tough and harsh.

Captain Frank Hamer A retired Texas 
Ranger recruited by the Governor to join 
the hunt for Bonnie and Clyde. 

Bob Alcorn The best sharpshooter 
in Texas. Recruited by Frank Hamer, he 
helps hunt down Bonnie and Clyde.
Ensemble - Store Clerks; Cops/Guards; 
Bank Customers; Choir; Bread Line 

http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000417
http://www.frankwildhorn.com/Biography.php

http://www.donblack.co.uk/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0578771/


